Indications for pediatric cochlear implantation at the University of Mississippi Medical Center.
To classify and describe causes of hearing loss in children of Mississippi. Tertiary, university practice. Consecutive series of children undergoing cochlear implantation at the University of Mississippi Medical Center. A prospectively maintained database has been kept since the inception of the cochlear implant program at UMMC. Records were queried as to the diagnosis of hearing loss, perioperative complications, and postoperative acceptance of the device by the patient. Fifty-nine children underwent cochlear implantation from April 2003 to March 2007. Twenty-two children had no risk factors for hearing loss and were presumed to have genetic hearing loss. Seven had hearing loss related to complications of prematurity. Four had abnormal genes for Connexin 26, and four had congenital cytomegalovirus infections. Three had unclassified autosomal dominant hearing loss. Since nearly half of the patients in this series had no known risk factors for hearing loss, our findings support the need for universal newborn hearing screening. Further advancements in genomic research will facilitate diagnosis of genetic hearing loss.